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Good afternoon. My name is Carolina and I am a proud Metro alumna from the class of 
2013.  I am excited and honored to be here today to share the experience that I have had at Metro 
these past five years. There is no doubt that Metro has been a contributing factor to my personal 
success and there are no words to describe how grateful I am to have had the privilege of meeting 
all the beautiful, empowered, and spiritual women that work hard to help at-risk young ladies 
achieve their potential.  
 

My journey at Metro began my seventh grade year. I was only twelve at the time; however, I 
had seen more on a daily basis than what a typical twelve year old should ever see. Like many of 
the Metro girls, I live in the inner city of Chicago. I grew up in a Catholic household in the Little 
Village neighborhood with my parents and three younger siblings.  Little Village is an impoverished 
area on the South West Side of Chicago. It is primarily populated by Hispanic families; however, it 
is dominated by drugs, gangs, and constant violence. Although my surroundings were harsh, I was 
lucky enough to have an escape outlet which was Metro. Metro provided academic resources, one-
on-one tutoring, and personal advisors. These are opportunities that I otherwise would have never 
received.  They also provided a safe and welcoming environment in which I met other girls like me 
and made long-lasting friendships.  
 

By my eighth grade year Metro encouraged me to explore my options for high school. My 
family did not have the financial means to send me to a private school therefore my only option was 
to attend the neighborhood high school.  
 

Through Metro’s support, via scholarships, I was fortunate enough to attend The Willows 
Academy for Girls, which is prestigious private independent high school in Des Plaines, Illinois. I 
had a hard time adapting to my new high school environment freshman year due to the initial 
culture shock, the high academic standards, as well as the four-hour commute in which I took two 
buses and the Metra train in order to get to and from school. Metro’s advisors and academic tutors 
were there for me to help me work through the emotional and academic transition.  
 

My first year of high school was the hardest, but Metro helped me get through it and by 
sophomore year I was up to par with all the other girls at my high school. In my junior year, Metro 
intensely prepared me for the ACT and in my senior year, Metro helped me apply for different 
universities and scholarships. Metro was there for every stage of high school; from freshman year to 
senior year; from freshman spring formal to senior prom. They constantly encouraged me to do well 
in school as well as become involved in my community and school activities.  
 

By the end of my high school career I had over 350 hours of community service, I was a 
three-sport athlete, and I was the Vice President of my school’s Student Government Council. Last 
Spring I graduated from the Willows Academy and I am now a current undergraduate student at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. I am the first in my family to attend college and have 
just completed my freshman year; which has been wonderful experience. 
 

I have made it this far, and Metro is still an active part of my life. I will be returning to 
Metro this summer as the Teacher Assistant for the Engineering Apprenticeship Program. I am 
grateful that Metro has shown me so much support, and am grateful for your time and support today 
that will enable the success of many other Metro girls like me.  

 


